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wife with no valid excuse; and more vigorously
still he let the Pope know that there must be no
underhand work to his detriment or that of his
family. Whilst the arrogant Cardinal of York
was thus playing for his own hand first, and for
Henry secondly, in France, his jealous enemies in
England might put their heads together and plot
against him undeterred by the paralysing fear of
his frown. His pride and insolence, as well as
his French political leanings, had caused the popu-
lace to hate him ; the commercial classes, who
suffered most by the wars with their best customers,
the Flemings and Spaniards, were strongly opposed
to him ; whilst the territorial and noble party,
which had usually been friendly with Katharine,
and were traditionally against bureaucratic or
ecclesiastical ministers of the crown, suffered with
impatience the galling yoke of the Ipswich butcher's
son, who drove them as he listed.

Anne was in the circumstances a more power-
ful ally for them than Katharine. She was the
niece of the Duke of Norfolk, the leader of the
party of nobles, and her ambition would make
her an apt and eager instrument. The infatua-*
tion of the King for her grew more violent as
she repelled his advances,1 and, doubtless at
the prompting of Wolsey's foes, it soon began
to be whispered that if Henry could get rid of
his wife he might marry his English favourite.
Before the Cardinal had been in France a month,

i Several long speeches stated to have been uttered by her to Henry
when he sought her illicit love are given in the Sloane MSS., 2495, m
the British Museum, but they are stilted expressions of exalted virtue
quite foreign to Anne's character and manner*